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$1.5T TAX MEASURE 


APPEARS ON TRACK TO PASS 


Republicans secure 
enough votes as Rubio, 
Corker pledge support 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
& THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON 

Republican lawmakers secured 
enough votes Friday to pass the 
most sweeping tax overhaul in 
decades, putting them on the cusp 
of their first significant legislative 
victory as leaders geared up to 
pass a $1.5 trillion tax cut along 
party lines and send it to Presi- 
dent Donald Trump by Christ- 
mas. 

A day after the bill’s fate ap- 
peared somewhat in doubt, Re- 
publican leaders notched two vic- 
tories Friday, when Sen. Marco 
Rubio of Florida said he would 
vote yes after gaining a more gen- 
erous child tax credit in the final 
bill, and Sen. Bob Corker of Ten- 
nessee, who voted against the ini- 


AL DRAGO NYT 


Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, discusses the final version of the 
Republican tax bill Friday on Capitol Hill. 


tial Senate bill over deficit con- 
cerns, said he would support the 
legislation. The bill also won 
praise from Sen. Susan Collins of 
Maine, leaving it likely to pass with 


all 52 Senate Republicans in sup- 
port. 

The final legislation released by 
Republicans on Friday follows the 
broad strokes of the previous 


House and Senate bills, providing 
deep and long-standing tax cuts 
for businesses, including a corpo- 
rate tax rate of 21 percent, down 
from the current 35 percent. The 
bill also provides temporary tax 
benefits for low- and middle-in- 
come Americans, including lower 
marginal tax rates, and a new top 
tax rate of 37 percent for the 
wealthiest Americans, down from 
39.6 percent. All the individual tax 
breaks will expire at the end of 
2025. 

The final bill does build back in 
some of the prized tax breaks that 
had been slated for elimination in 
the House legislation, including 
the deduction for high out-of- 
pocket medical costs, tax-free tu- 
ition waivers for graduate stu- 
dents and the ability to deduct in- 
terest on student loans. But it also 
includes new limits on other popu- 
lar tax breaks, including the mort- 
gage interest deduction, and the 
state and local tax deduction. 

In a pre-emptive move against 

SEE TAXES « A13 


BLUE SKIES ON ICE 


Allan Hansen and his wife, Liz Hansen, skate with 5-year-old Isla McAlea (center) and their daughter Sage Hansen, 5, Friday at 
the Rady Children’s Hospital ice rink at Liberty Station. The rink will be open through Jan. 7, except on Christmas Day. 


EX-USC ATHLETE’S FALL LANDS HIM IN PRISON 


Drug-dealing boss, 35, 
with global reach, violent 
streak gets 21-year term 
BY KRISTINA DAVIS 


Born into privilege, educated 
in good schools and an alum ofthe 
elite University of Southern Cali- 
fornia football brotherhood, Ow- 
en Hanson was set up for success. 
Perhaps a future boardroom CEO 
or areal estate magnate. 

But Hanson chose to use his 
talents and resources to become a 
different kind of boss: a crime 
boss. 

For years, Hanson ran a global 


drug-trafficking operation, im- 
porting, exporting and distribut- 
ing thousands of kilograms of co- 
caine, heroin, methamphetamine 
and ecstasy. 

He leveraged his college-day 
football ties to gain access to anin- 
siders’ circle of professional ath- 
letes, selling them performance- 
enhancing drugs and in one case 
turning a three-time Super Bowl 
champion into a drug dealer him- 
self. He generated millions of dol- 
lars in profits through his offshore 
gambling ring, dispatching a vi- 
olent group of thugs to collect 
from indebted bettors. 

He was enamored with his 
gangster persona. A silver-plated 
Louis Vuitton AK-47 hung as a 


showpiece from the wall of his 
sleek Redondo Beach party 
house. One of his handles used to 
send encrypted messages to his 
associates: “mr.doncorelone,” a 
reference to “The Godfather” of 
film and literary fame. 

On Friday in downtown San 
Diego, Hanson added another 
milestone to his crime boss re- 
sume: a prison sentence. 

“It’s hard to understand, Mr. 
Hanson, how you ended up here,” 
U.S. District Judge William Hayes 
said, contemplating his gilded 
background. 

Hanson, 35, was sentenced to 
21 years and three months in pris- 
on — a term even greater than 
what prosecutors had recom- 


mended. 

“By anyone’s definition, Mr. 
Hanson was at the top, and he was 
at the top a very, very long time,” 
Hayes concluded. 

Hanson pleaded guiltyin Janu- 
ary to a racketeering conspiracy 
and conspiracy to distribute 
drugs. All but one of the 21 people 
charged in the case have pleaded 
guilty to various charges. 

In a letter to the judge and in 
comments at sentencing, Hanson 
expressed remorse at his “child- 
like choices, driven like wildfire, by 
drug use and the desire to be a ‘Big 
Shot.” He said he has gained in- 
credible insight through the 
power of self-realization and 

SEE DRUG BOSS « A10 


STATE OKs 
STRONGER 
FIRE SAFETY 
RULES FOR 
UTILITIES 


Regulators pass stricter 
regulations in wake of 
recent destructive blazes 


BY ROB NIKOLEWSKI 


In the aftermath ofthe Lilac fire 
and a series of deadly blazes that 
have scorched the state, the Cali- 
fornia Public Utilities Commission 
has approved more stringent regu- 
lations for utilities to help reduce 
the risk of wildfires. 

In a unanimous 5-0 vote Thurs- 
day, commissioners passed new 
rules that include: 

e keeping trees and branches 
farther away from utility power 
lines in parts the state considered 
to be at high risk offires 

e keeping newly installed wires 
farther apart from each other to 
help prevent them from touching 
and igniting a wildfire when winds 
are high 

* more extensive inspections of 
power lines, phone lines and power 
poles 

* inspections of overhead power 
lines at least once a year in most 
areas 

e giving utilities the right to cut 
power from property owners who 
refuse to allow crews to come onto 
their premises to trim trees in high 
risk, fire-prone areas 

Utilities will be required to 
make the improvements in areas 
with the highest risk within six 
months, provided there is no im- 
mediate fire danger. In areas deter- 
mined to have elevated risks, the 
companies will have 12 months to 

SEE SAFETY ¢ A12 


LESSONS 
FROM FIRES 
IN NORTH 
APPLIED 

IN REGION 


Wine Country disaster 
helped with warnings, 
resource distribution 


BY PAIGE ST. JOHN 
& SONALI KOHLI 


Both sieges began in darkness 
with fierce winds that made the 
flames impossible to stop. 

Hurricane-force gusts pushed 
the flames over highways that 
should have been barriers and into 
neighborhoods so quickly that offi- 
cials said they were helpless to pro- 
tect the homes in their path. 

The Wine Country fires that 
ravaged Northern California in Oc- 
tober and the firestorm in South- 
ern California this month have 
capped the most destructive year 
for fires in state history. 

The Wine Country fires have 
been far more destructive, killing 
41 people and wiping out more 
than 10,000 homes. By contrast, the 
Southern California fires have de- 
stroyed about 1,000 homes and left 
two people dead, with the massive 
Thomas fire continuing to rage 
amid strong winds. 

Southern California took key 
lessons from the disaster in the 
north. Issues that have caused 
much debate since the Wine Coun- 
try fires — a lack of communication 
and warnings, limited firefighting 
resources and the possible role of 

SEE LESSONS « A13 
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NORTH COUNTY 
CADILLAC 


1515 Auto Park Way, 


Escondido 
92029 


888-913-7777 


northcountycadillac.com 


Pay just $20 for $40 toward shoe cleaning and 
repair, plus save an additional 10 percent off of all 
clothes alterations and dry cleaning services. Buy 
now at SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals 
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SEASONS BEST EVENT 


2018 XTS FWD 


389 / 36 /°1,995 


PER MONTH! 
5 at this payment 


MONTHS CUSTOMER CASH TO START 
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A14 7F°™ss toG » 


kak E 


1 Payments are for a 2018 XT5 FWD Luxury. $389 per mo. + tax for 36 mos. 32,500 miles for lease term. $.25/ per mile thereafter. $1,995 
customer cash + $1,972 Manufacture Rebate = $3,967 total due at lease signing. Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit 
required. On approved credit. Some customers may not qualify to lease. Expires 12/18/17 . All units subject to prior sale. 


